
Unit: 9 

Grade Level:  8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: The Reconstruction Era 
Pacing:  2 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8-H-A-5-E-C-B 
Compare the economic strengths and 
weaknesses of the North and South 
before, during and immediately after the 
Civil War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.5.GS.A  
Compare responses of government 
systems in the North and South to major 
legislation, executive orders, and court 
decisions before, during and immediately 
after the Civil War 

Learning Targets: 
 

● I can compare the economic 
strengths  and weaknesses of the 
North and South after the Civil War.  

● I can describe the consequences of 
the Civil War. 

● I can describe the Nation’s 
economic, political, and social 
problems after the Civil War. 

● I can identify industries that 
flourished in the South during 
Reconstruction.  

 
 

● I can compare government 
response after the war between the 
North and South.  

● I can summarize events of 
Reconstruction. 

● I can identify the steps the 
government took during 
Reconstruction to rebuild the nation. 

● I can summarize the goals of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau.  

● I can describe how Congress 
reacted to the passage of black 
codes in the South.  

● I can identify why President 
Johnson was impeached. 

● I can explain the three “Civil War 
Amendments.” 

Supporting Standards:  
 
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A A.  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.E  
Evaluate the responses of early American 
leaders to the social, political, economic 
and religious challenges facing the new 
nation 
6-8.AH.4.GS.A  
Trace the expansion of voting rights and 
patterns and explain how it impacted 
elections and political movements.  
6-8.AH.4.GS.B  
Analyze landmark Supreme Court cases to 
determine the effect on the definition and 
expansion of federal power 



● I can identify how Reconstruction 
redefined what it meant to be an 
American.  

● I can describe how Conservatives 
resisted Reconstruction. 

● I can explain why sharecropping led 
to a cycle of poverty. 

● I can identify new forces in southern 
politics.  

● I can summarize the events that led 
to the end of Reconstruction. 

● I can explain how the rights of 
African Americans were restricted in 
the South during Reconstruction. 

 
 
 
 

6-8.AH.5.GS.D  
Compare and contrast the governmental 
systems of the US North and South to 
determine the strengths and weaknesses 
of federal and confederal systems. 
6-8.AH.1.G.A  
 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
 6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870 
6-8.AH.3.PC.D  
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine the extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize 
the promise of American ideals. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  
 

Big Ideas: 
 
Political, economic, social, and 
governmental changes after the Civil War 
as the U.S. tries to unify into one nation.  

 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

1.  What political, economic, and social 
factors did the American 
government have to consider when 
determining the best course for 
Reconstruction?  Why did they 
settle on the plan they selected?  

2.  Why can it be argued that 
Reconstruction failed? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Reconstruction 
Amnesty 
Freemen 
Freedmen's Bureau 
Thirteenth Amendment 
Black Codes 
Radical Republicans 
Fourteenth Amendment 



3.  How did the political, economic, 
and cultural consequences of 
Reconstruction shape the rebuilding 
nation?  

 

Reconstruction Act 
Impeach 
Fifthteenth Amendment 
Scalawag 
Carpetbagger 
Ku Klux Klan 
Sharecropper 
Compromise of 1877 
Poll tax 
Literacy test 
Grandfather clause 
Segregation 
Jim Crow Laws 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
“New South” 

 


